2nd Grade Biographies
	


	Abigail Adams (1714-1818) Abigail Adams was the wife of the second President of the United States, John Adams.  She is best known for being a First Lady and mother of another President of the United States, John Quincy Adams.  She also is known for standing up for women's rights in letters she wrote to her husband. Abigail Adams is also known for being a good farm manager and manager of money.



	


	George Washington Carver (1864-1943) George Washington Carver was born as a slave in Missouri. He went to college at Iowa State University. Booker T. Washington recruited him to teach at Tuskegee Institute. This was a school where African-American students could learn about agriculture and industry. In 1906, Carver expanded his offerings beyond the classroom by teaching farmers his ideas about planting vegetables, soybeans, and peanuts instead of cotton. Carver is noted for his work with agricultural chemistry and received respect through his teaching and research.


	


	W. E. B. DuBois (1868-1963) W. E. B. Du Bois was the first African- American to earn a Ph.D. from Harvard.  He helped to form the NAACP (National Association for the Advancement of Colored People). He served as a director for the group.  From 1934 to 1944 he pursued teaching at Atlanta University and writing.
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	Amelia Earhart (1897-1937) Amelia Earhart is best remembered as the female pilot who disappeared during an attempt to fly around the world. Her interest in flying began when she was a nurse during World War I.  She flew solo in 1921 and gained even more recognition by setting endurance and speed records. She disappeared over the Pacific Ocean on July 2, 1937, as she flew around the world on a mission for science research.


	


	Robert Fulton (1765-1815) Robert Fulton is remembered as the inventor of the first successful steamboat in the United States. In 1801 he met Robert R. Livingston who was interested in steam navigation, or sailing, on New York waterways.  Fulton was responsible for establishing a regular schedule and introducing the idea of traveling in comfort. The North River Steamboat, known popularly as the Clermont, sailed from New York north on the Hudson River in 1807.
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	John Hancock (1737-1793) Hancock became very involved in revolutionary politics for independence from Great Britain. Hancock was President of the Continental Congress. The signature of John Hancock on the Declaration of Independence is the most recognized. He served as governor of the state of Massachusetts. 


	


	Thurgood Marshall (1908-1993) Thurgood Marshall became the first African-American appointed to the U.S. Supreme Court.  Before his appointment he argued cases which supported the rights of African-Americans.  His most famous case was Brown v. Board of Education which was about segregation, or separating black and white students, in schools. He retired from the U.S. Supreme Court in 1991.


	


	Navajo Code Talkers   The Navajo Code Talkers were Navajo Indians who served in the U.S. Marines.  Between 1942 and 1945, about 400 Navajo Indians served as code talkers for the U.S. Marines. They could decode, or figure out, and send a message in a fraction of the time it took a machine to do the same thing. The Japanese were never able to break the Navajo code which was based on their language. 


	


	Irma Rangel (1931-2003) Irma Rangel was the first Mexican-American woman to serve in the Texas Legislature.  She is given credit for increasing minority enrollment at Texas public universities. Rangel was first elected to the Texas House of Representatives in 1976 and served 26 years.

	


	Paul Revere (1735-1818) Paul Revere learned the trade of silversmith and became one of the best in America. He also made copper seals, coats of arms and bookplates.  He was a messenger for the Massachusetts Committee of Safety.  His attempt to signal colonists about the movement of the British using lanterns from the North Church became famous in the poem "Paul Revere's Ride" by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow. 



	


	Theodore Roosevelt (1858-1919) Theodore Roosevelt was the 26th President of the United States.  Before then he had served in the New York legislature and had been Vice President of the United States.  As a young man he led a cavalry unit known as the “Rough Riders” in the Spanish-American War.  As President he supported the building of the Panama Canal and the creation of national parks. 



	


	Sojourner Truth (c. 1797-1883) Sojourner Truth is the adopted name of Isabella Baumfree.  She was born into slavery in New York. She was a natural leader and deeply religious.  She was involved in the women's rights movement. She also was an abolitionist, a person who did not believe in slavery and worked against it.  During the Civil War, she worked to raise funds for African-Americans.  After the war her efforts centered on gaining the right for women to vote.


	


	World War II Women Airforce Service Pilots (WASP)  The Women Airforce Service Pilots (WASP) were American women who  were trained to fly non-combat missions during World War II.  They did this to free male pilots for combat missions. They began by moving planes from the manufacturing plants to the military bases.  They ended up flying new aircraft such as the B-29.  A total of 1,830 women were accepted into training and 1,074 of them graduated from WASP training.
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