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Austin Over Time KEY

	
	1839-1859
	1847-1880
	1880-1900
	1900-1920

	Home Life
	The population was 856 in the year 1839.  People lived in small pine-board houses.  Many were farmers.
	The population was 10,000 in 1870.  Many homes had been built, but people didn’t have drainage ditches.
	In 1880, the sewer systems were started.  Mayor Wooldridge also helped to start a public school system.  UT was founded in 1881.
	In 1901 electric current lit the “moon towers”.  Most residents of Austin still did not have indoor toilets.

	Entertainment and Communication
	The town had a newspaper and some mail.  People went buffalo hunting, held laughing contests, or had dancing parties for fun.  
	Phone service came in    1881     .  The town now had a library, an opera house, and a theater.
	Austin residents watched the construction of the first dam over the Colorado river.  It produced electricity.
	The city government opened public parks.  Movie theaters were opened.  Austin residents enjoyed baseball.

	Transportation
	People traveled by covered wagon, horses, or ox-drawn freight wagons.  The streets  were dirt and were frequently muddy.
	Railroads came to Austin in 1871.  Streetcars started in 1875.  In 1876, a wooden bridge was build on Congress Avenue, but was later washed away.
	An iron bridge was constructed over Congress Avenue

 in 1884.
	In 1900, “horseless carriages” began appearing.  Downtown streets were paved.

	Government
	The capitol building was one-story, surrounded by an 8-foot stockade for protection.
	The building grew to a 3-story limestone structure, and the Governor’s Mansion was built in 1850s.
	A fire started in 1881 at the Capitol.  A new capitol was built in 1888.
	Wooldridge made many improvements as     mayor 

from 1909-1919.  


