UOP


Title:

Austin History Project

Authors: Jennifer Mangels and Michael G. Massad, Sr.

Campus: Casis and Patton

Primary Content Areas: Social Studies

Additional Content Areas: Language Arts – Reading and Writing; Art
Learning Levels: 3rd grade
Summary:

In this social studies instructional sequence, students will identify various historical events and landmarks present in Austin. Included in our study will be an exploration of key events in Austin’s history and important people who impacted Austin’s cultural and civic development. Students will research Austin, using primary and secondary sources, by reading their textbook, listening to oral presentations, and electronic resources such as the DVD Austin Past and Present and the Internet. A unit summary consists of one or two sentences telling the subject area, the grade level, the content topic and how technology will be used.
Invitation:

How can understanding past events in Austin’s history help us understand the Austin of today? Students, in pairs, will choose a specific event to research in Austin’s history, and present their findings to the class. All students will then create an Austin History Timeline which contains major Austin historical events. The invitation often starts with a question and then tells how the UOP will achieve goals and objectives. The invitation serves as an umbrella under which the rest of the unit resides.
Standards:

Matrix # 108 – History-concept of chronology
Apply absolute and relative chronology through the sequencing of significant individuals, events, and time periods for communities past and present. (L)  B

Matrix # 220 – Geography-physical environment affects and interacts with the human environment

Describe how weather patterns, natural resources, seasonal patterns, and natural hazards affect activities and settlement patterns in the local community. (L)  B

Matrix # 711 – Science, Technology, and Society-impact of technology on the cultural development

Describe how science and technology have benefited individuals, businesses, and society in Austin. (L) B  

Matrix # 722 – Science, Technology, and Society-impact of technology on the cultural development

Explain how science and technology have changed the ways in which people meet basic needs such as food, clothing, and shelter.  B

Matrix # 823 – Social Studies Skills-apply critical thinking skills to gather and analyze social studies information

Sequence and categorize information.  (16B)  B 

Matrix # 132 – History-historic origins of customs and traditions

Identify and explain the significance of various community landmarks such as the Bullock Museum, Camp0 Mabry, the Capitol, the French Legation, the Governor’s Mansion, the LBJ Presidential Library and Museum, the University of Texas, Texas State Cemetery and Zilker Park. (L)

Matrix # 805 – Social Studies Skills-interpret and use sources of evidence
Use various parts of a source, including the table of contents, glossary, and index, as well as keyword computer searches, to locate information.  (16D)

Matrix # 809 – Social Studies Skills-obtain information using a variety of visual resources

Obtain information, including historical and geographic data about the community, using a variety of print, oral, visual, and computer sources.  (16 A)

Matrix # 811 – Social Studies Skills-create visual and written materials
Interpret and create visuals including graphs, charts, tables, timelines, illustrations, and maps, and graphic organizers to express ideas (16E)

Matrix # 824 – Social Studies Skills-identify and interpret main ideas
Interpret oral, visual, and print material by identifying the main idea, identifying cause and effect, and comparing and contrasting.  (16C)
What objectives are set for learners? How do these objectives align with the TEKS? What Content Area TEKS will be addressed by the UOP?

What Technology Application TEKS will be addressed by the UOP?
Situations:

IPG Reference: IPG Reference: Third Grade / Social Studies / 3rd Nine Weeks / Pages 18 – 22 (2005 – 2006 version).

These activities will take place primarily in the classroom. Each activity will take about one 45-minute class period, with additional time allotted as needed for projects. Introductory and informational lessons are conducted whole group. Students will work with partners on the research project and individually on their timelines. Writing will be completed individually, with periodic peer and teacher conferencing.

Where will activities take place? How much time should be allotted for each activity? How are students grouped?

Tasks: 


· In a whole group setting, students will view various sections of the computer program, Austin Past and Present. Teachers can introduce the program and demonstrate how to navigate through its various sections.  A good starting point might be Geo-Tour:  Downtown:  Congress Avenue Bridge.  Then show a few minutes of Time Tour:  Frontier Capital: 1839-1859.  Finally, demonstrate a biography within the Time Tour:  Frontier Capital.  From the drop-down menu, select “Elisabet Ney” or “Alexander Wooldridge” and demonstrate to students how to click on the pictures to access even more information.   

· To provide an overview and to engage student interest, teacher and students will next complete the Austin Over Time table.  Use this as a tool to focus student thinking on how much life has changed in Austin over time.  Using a student copy on the overhead, encourage students to guess at the answers to each blank, asking them to provide reasons for their guesses.  Challenge them to imagine what their life may have been like if they had grown up in Austin in decades past.  Tell students that they will soon have an opportunity to learn more detail about their city’s history.  Teachers may wish to have students fill in blanks on their own copies during the discussion.

· Teachers can use the Family History Survey as a homework assignment. Students can take notes as they interview a family member and then synthesize their observations in paragraph form.

· In pairs, students will begin a research project on a landmark from Austin’s past and present. Together, teacher and students will develop research questions and a criteria chart for good project work. Student pairs will also choose how they will present their findings (poster; PowerPoint slide show; booklet; brochure; imovie). The teacher will meet with pairs as needed to assess progress and provide support. Students will follow the Writing Process to draft, revise, and edit their writing according to previously established routines and criteria. This activity could take several days, depending on factors such as time allotment, level of integration with Language Arts, and student research and writing proficiency.  Teachers may wish to use the Austin History Project Notes/Outline as a guide for student note taking.   Depending on student proficiency with research, teachers may also wish to model note taking, presenting, and cooperation with partners, etc.  A possible project Instructions/Checklist, a list of Austin History Project Topics, a Grading Chart, and a Sample Criteria Chart have also been provided.  

· Student partners will present their findings to the class. Student audience members may take notes (as they will have the opportunity later to add these events to their timelines).  

· Students will create an Austin History Timeline. First, whole class, the teacher will review timeline terms such as year, decade, and century.  Teachers may wish to use pages 54-55 in the social studies textbook as an introduction to timelines.  Together, teacher and students will develop a checklist for a good timeline project.   See the Austin Timeline Checklist for a sample.  This checklist may be used as a self-assessment tool for students.  See Timeline Events for a list of suggested events to include, as well as connections for most in Austin Past and Present.  A blank timeline has also been included as a way for students to create a rough draft before their final copy on large paper.

· Students will individually complete their timeline, using their notes and additional research. Students will follow the Writing Process to draft, revise, and edit their writing according to previously established routines and criteria. This activity could take several days, depending on factors such as time allotment, level of integration with Language Arts or Math, and student research and writing proficiency.

· Teacher Notes:  Throughout the unit, teachers can show each of the Time Tour videos as appropriate.  As the unit progresses, students should also be expected to synthesize key ideas through a journal entry or an interactive notebook. In addition to journal topics, the following overarching questions could also be displayed in the classroom as a tool to focus discussion:

· Why was the city of Austin founded?

· Who were influential citizens in the city’s growth over time?

· What aspects of life have changed over time?

· Why have various landmarks had significance over time?

What specific student activities will the students carry out during the unit?

Interactions:

Initially, the teacher will conduct whole group, direct teach lessons to review Austin history and timelines. During project work, the teacher will act as facilitator, guiding and offering support to students as they complete their research, writing, and timelines.  As the unit concludes, students will apply their learning through presentations and a timeline project.  The teacher becomes more of an active audience participant as students display their understanding and make connections.

What is the role of the teacher and the students? Who talks and works with whom? Who initiates interactions?

Assessment:

Student projects – their research presentation and timeline – will be assessed based on student-generated criteria. 

By what means will the students and the teacher evaluate when the tasks have been completed according to the standards. This may include criteria charts and rubrics.

Tools:

Hardware/Equipment

Computer with Internet access; LCD projector; art supplies; bulletin board paper; notecards. 

What hardware or equipment will be required? Examples are projector, digital camera, scanner, etc.

Software Used

Program: Austin Past and Present

What software will be used during the unit?

Related Resources:


Internet resources; library books; social studies textbook – Harcourt Horizons: People and Places
What tools will the students use to accomplish their tasks? (reference materials, literature, other)

Internet URLs


Various Internet resources are listed in the AISD IPGs/Social Studies/3rd Grade/3rd Nine Weeks/Pgs. 20-22. Find the IPGs at:

http://www.austinschools.org/matrix/SocStudweb.htm
What specific Internet sites will students visit during the unit?
Educators should consider the Principles of Learning when planning Units of Practice:

Clear Expectations:  Descriptive criteria and models of work that meet standards should be publicly displayed, and students should refer to these displays to help them analyze and discuss their work.

Academic Rigor in a Thinking Curriculum: In every subject, at every grade level, instruction and learning must include commitment to a knowledge core, high thinking demand, and an active use of knowledge.

Accountable Talk: Accountable talk sharpens students’ thinking by reinforcing their ability to build and use knowledge. Teachers create norms and skills of Accountable Talk in their classrooms by modeling appropriate forms of discussion and by questioning, probing, and leading conversations. 

Fair and Credible Evaluations: Fair evaluations must be aligned to standards. Assessments that use identified criteria provide evaluations of what individual students know and can do.
