Social Studies – Unit Activity Planner:  Austin Past and Present

Austin Independent School District


	Grade:  3
	Course: 3rd grade social studies, language arts

	Unit Length (Number of class periods):

15-20 class periods

3-4 weeks


	Topic: Austin History

	Concepts: 

· change and continuity

· leadership

· location and place
	Overarching questions: 

· How do communities change and stay the same over time?

· How do leaders shape a community?

· How does geography influence the location of a community?



	Unit Understandings:

· The community of Austin was founded in a unique location, with ample natural resources and a variety of landforms.  The community changed over time as citizens’ need for security, law, and material well-being changed.

· A diverse group of citizens helped to shape the community of Austin over time, including Mirabeau B. Lamar, Placido, Elisabet Ney, Alexander Wooldridge, Emma Long, and Stephen F. Austin.

· Austin citizens have met their need for government, education, communication, transportation, and recreation in changing ways over time.

· Technological innovations such as dams, electricity, and computers have improved life in Austin over time.

· Many landmarks in Austin have historical significance.  These include the Capitol, the French Legation, and Zilker Park. 
	Unit Questions(s):

· How and why was the city of Austin founded?

· Who were influential citizens in the city’s growth over time?

· What aspects of life in Austin have changed over time?  

· What technological innovations have improved life in Austin over time?

· Why have various landmarks had significance over time?



	TEKS/TAKS Questions:

The following questions support the 8th grade Social Studies TEKS. These are assessed on the 8th Grade Social Studies Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS).

· How did the arrival of railroads change the community of Austin?  

· 8.28A:  Explain the effects of technological and scientific innovations

· 8:28B:  Analyze the impact of transportation systems on the growth, development, and urbanization of the United States.

· 8.28C:  Analyze the ways goods were marketed and manufactured, nationally and internationally.

· 8.28D:  Explain how technological innovations led to rapid industrialization.

· 3rd Grade Connection:  3.15B:  Identify the impact of new technology…on communities around the world.

· Why is Emma Long remembered in Austin history?  How did she contribute to the city’s political growth?  

· 8.24E:  Identify the political, social, and economic contributions of women to society.

· 3rd Grade Connection:  3. 13A:  Identify the heroic deeds of state and national heroes.

· What similarities and differences can be found when comparing maps of Austin in the 1800s to a map of present-day Austin?

· 8.30A:  Differentiate between, locate, and use primary and secondary sources such as computer software, databases, media and news services, biographies, interviews, and artifacts to acquire information about the United States.

· 3rd Grade Connection:  Local Expectation 815:  Differentiate between, locate, and use primary and secondary sources in communities around the world.

· 8:30C:  Organize and interpret information in outlines, reports, databases, and visuals including graphs, charts, timelines, and maps.

· 3rd Grade Connection:  Local Expectation 806:  Use the process of historical inquiry to research, interpret, and use multiple sources of evidence.




IPG Reference: Third Grade / Social Studies / 3rd Nine Weeks / Pages 18 – 22 (2005 – 2006 version)

	Materials

· Austin Past and Present CD-ROM

· See gr3_APP_hist proj_readme for list of APP assets used.

· classroom computer(s) with LCD projector

· art supplies

· butcher paper
	Preview

· Can you imagine how Austin may have looked before people lived here?



	Student activities that support the TEKS/TAKS Questions

For a detailed description of activities, see the “Tasks” section of the Austin History unit.

· Austin over Time table

· Family History Survey

· student research project and presentation

· student timeline

· response journals/interactive notebook entries
	Assessment(s)

· student research project and presentation

· student timeline

· response journals/interactive notebook entries
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