Social Studies – Unit Activity Planner:  Austin Past and Present

Austin Independent School District


	Grade: 3
	Course: Social Studies

	Unit Length (Number of class periods):

2 weeks


	Topic:

Native Americans / Natural Resources / Environmentalism

	Concept:

Citizenship

Resources
	Overarching question:

What actions can we as citizens take that will help conserve and protect our natural resources?



	Unit Understandings:

Early Native American cultures inhabited North America.

Native American cultures valued the Earth and its resources.

Our Earth contains natural resources.

Citizens’ actions can impact a community. 
	Unit Questions(s):

What were Native Americans’ views of the Earth?

What are natural resources, and how does it benefit us to protect and conserve them?

What is our civic role with regards to the Earth’s environment and its natural resources?



	TEKS/TAKS Questions:

How are natural resources important to human survival? 8.12A

(8.23)Citizenship: The student understands the importance of effective leadership in a democratic society.

· What are our responsibilities as citizens to the common good? 8.22B

· How can our actions affect our communities? 8.23B




IPG Reference: Third Grade / Social Studies / 3rd Nine Weeks / Pages 1 and 4 (2005 – 2006 version)

	Materials

Books: 

Brother Eagle, Sister Sky, by Susan Jeffers

The Wump World, by Bill Peet

Harcourt Horizons – People and Communities, Harcourt Publishers

Software:

Austin, Past and Present

See unit plan, “Tasks” section, for specific APP references

UnitedStreaming.com videos:

Native Americans/Anasazi:

Anasazi, The: Builders of America's First Cities (19:13)

Mystic Lands: Anasazi: The Ancient Ones (25:00)
(Original) Native Americans: People of the Desert (25:00)

Natural Resources / Conservation:

Taking Care of Our Earth (17:00)

Learning About Natural Resources (22:00)
Reducing, Reusing, and Recycling: Environmental Concerns (26:00)
Magic School Bus Holiday Special, The (27:39)
	Preview

In this social studies instructional sequence, students will learn about early Native Americans and their beliefs about Mother Earth, identify the various natural resources in our community, and exercise their civic responsibility toward seeing that these natural resources are conserved and preserved. Included in our study will be an exploration of environmentalism, stewardship, and social action, culminating in the implementation of self-selected school- and community-wide projects aimed at promoting the practice of reducing, reusing, and recycling. Students will analyze these topics by reading their textbook and library books, interviewing local and school community members, and by utilizing electronic resources such as the DVD Austin Past and Present and the Internet.



	Student activities that support the TEKS/TAKS Questions

Natural Resources research 

Class project

School project
	Assessment(s)

Students will be evaluated on their Austin natural resource research and by their implementation of the class project and their two “spread the word” projects, and through journal writings. Embedded can be assessment of various Language Arts skills practiced within the projects.
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